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Minutes: 
EUROPARC Nordic-Baltic Section Members Meeting 2014
Killarney, October 1st 2014
Participants
	Andris
	Širovs
	Nature Conservation Agency
	Latvia

	Anna
	Von Sydow
	Swedish EPA
	Sweden

	Anne-Marie
	Bürger
	Biomedia
	Denmark

	Erika
	Klavina
	Nature Conservation Agency
	Latvia

	Erling 
	Post
	Mols Bjerge National Park
	Denmark

	Jimena 
	Castillo
	Kullaberg Nature Reserve
	Sweden

	Juris 
	Jatnieks
	Nature Conservation Agency
	Latvia

	Kaja
	Lotman
	Environmental Board
	Estonia

	Kari
	Lahti
	Metsähallitus, Parks and Wildlife Finland
	Finland

	Liisa 
	Kajala
	Metsähallitus, Parks and Wildlife Finland
	Finland

	Matti
	Tapaninen
	Metsähallitus, Parks and Wildlife Finland
	Finland

	Matti
	Hovi
	Metsähallitus, Parks and Wildlife Finland
	Finland

	Nele
	Sõber
	Environmental Board
	Estonia

	Patrick
	Wandin
	Store Mosse National Park
	Sweden

	Ramunas 
	Lydis
	Žemaitija National Park
	Lithuania

	Rolands
	Auziņš
	Nature Conservation Agency
	Latvia

	Thomas
	Hansson
	Swedish EPA
	Sweden


Minutes 
1. Activity report of 2014
Main activities in 2014:

· Seminar “Cultural heritage in protected areas” in Lahemaa National Park (Estonia), 23.-24.01.2014 with 36 participants. Seminar focused on preserving cultural heritage in national parks and other protected areas. Presentations available: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/3a1dglnpli6v3wf/AABlq-mwk97gjHBiW2V5MNpZa?dl=0
· Seminar “Biological diversity in wooded grasslands” in Muhu island (Estonia) 28.-29.05.2014 with 20 participants. Seminar showed several examples from the Baltics. Countries are in very different situations, this is why the exchange of information and experience is extremely important. Presentations available: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/eauohwuyeqgxie4/AADYUaCKVmb3zpmUvTf2FCKWa?dl=0
· Seminar on health and protected areas will be arranged on December 3-4 in Estonia. It will be a common seminar with EUROPARC Atlantic Isles and will focus on 3 themes: policy, evidence and practice.
The section additionally:

- issued 3 newsletters (1 will be issued in December);

- organized 2 member meetings;

- organized Skype meeting to discuss EUROPARC strategy;
- participated “Health and protected areas” working group meeting;
- finalized negotiations with the next presidency country.
The next presidency will be hosted by Žemaitija National Park with the Section president Giedrius Norvaišas. The coordinator is not fixed yet. Nordic-Baltic Section Members Assembly will be organized by the middle of February. Exact dates will be sent out as soon as possible. 
Video from Giedrius Norvaišas: https://www.dropbox.com/s/xxqj1zjmmfoe83b/introNG.mp4?dl=0
2. News from EUROPARC Working Groups where Nordic-Baltic Section has representatives
2.1. Health WG toolkit is finalized. Metsähallitus and Scottish Natural Heritage representatives are going to participate World Park Congress in Sydney.
2.2. Sustainable Tourism WG has prepared drafts for the following items:

- comparisons of 6 relevant sustainable tourism certification methods vs. EUROPARC Charter;
- sustainable financing model for Charter process;
- comparison of Charter and Transboundary park systems in EUROPARC;
- report on the tourism operators in the Charter referring the French pilot;
- how to develop Rainforest Alliance connection to Charter.
2.3. Transboundary WG has worked out new re-evaluation report, new flyer and project proposal. TransParcNet 2015 meeting will take place in Germany. Working group is over looking different documents and is working on training new and existing verifyers.
2.4. Wilderness WG focuses on becoming more active.
3. News from members

· Sweden- new action plan for 6 years to make new national parks, guidelines for nature tourism in protected areas, guidelines for visitor centres; new visitor centre in Laponia; Junior Ranger program in Store Mosse National Park will continue; LIFE projects about dune, bush, frog and fire management; Kullaberg nature reserve has a research program coordinator and may be interested in Charter topic.
· Finland- new national parks in Central and South-Finland. Some of the services provided will be changed. Stronger influence on protecting cultural heritage. Work in health and volunteer sector is important. Natural Heritage Services will have a new name – Parks and Wildlife Finland.
· Denmark- analysis of green corridor; new national park near Copenhagen; Outdoor Council now certifies also nature parks as national parks.
· Lithuania- change in the system is under discussion (1 organization which is responsible for all the protected areas).

· Latvia- guidelines for all habitat group management (still looking for experiences from the Nordic-Baltic countries); Latvian nature conservation book (management program for Nature 2000 areas); new infrastructure has been built; LIFE project on ecosystem services in Kemeri National Park; European Council period in Latvia gives possibilities to introduce Latvia´s nature; 3-year strategy for nature conservation.

· Estonia- EST-LAT transboundary cooperation agreement was signed; Matsalu National Park is applying for Charter; Estonian national parks have new logos; Nordic-Baltic Section president participated large carnivors forum in Brussels (http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/
conservation/species/carnivores/coexistence_platform.htm); LIFE project “Life to Alvars” started.

Nele Sõber

Nordic-Baltic section coordinator

October 2014
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